
Rates Relief for Developments 
 

Policy Objective 
 
The objective of this policy is to encourage land 
development in the Kawerau District to stimulate 
employment opportunities and enhance the 
economic wellbeing of the Community.   
 

Definitions 
 
Development 
 
The development or re-development of any land in 
the District: 
 
• By constructing, erecting, or altering any one or 

more buildings on the land for the purpose of 
providing at least 10 new, or 9 additional 
household units; or 

• By constructing, erecting, or altering any 
building or buildings, fixed plant and machinery, 
or other works, intended to be used solely or 
principally for industrial or commercial or 
administrative purposes (including hotels, 
motels and other transient accommodation), or 
any combination of those purposes; 

• Does not include the sub-division of land. 
 
Employment opportunities 
 
Employment creation, employment growth or 
employment retention in the Kawerau District. 
 

Policy Statement 
 
Eligibility Criteria 
 
Council will consider any application for 
development in the District which can demonstrate 
that it will be likely to lead to employment 
opportunities. 
 
Forms of Rates Relief 
 
Council may remit or postpone (or a combination of 
these), part or all of the rates otherwise payable on 
a property for any period subject to an annual 
application being made. 
 
Council may impose conditions on the remission of 
rates and may cancel any remission for non-
compliance, or if a project ceases to operate. In 
those circumstances, Council may require 
payment of full rates in respect of any year in which 

rates have been remitted. Council does not 
consider that granting rates relief according to a 
strict formula or code is either practical or 
desirable. This policy is considered to constitute 
adequate guidelines for the consideration of 
applications. 
 
Factors to be Considered 
 
Council will have regard to the following matters 
when considering applications for rates relief: 
 
• Whether and to what extent, the development 

will create employment opportunities. (NB: 
While actual job creation will be a strong factor 
in favour of granting rates relief, potential for job 
creation will also be a positive factor). 

• Whether and to what extent, the granting of 
rates relief would be of material benefit to the 
development and the developer. 

• Such other matters as Council may consider 
relevant. 

 
Council does not consider rates to be of 
themselves a significant factor in a decision to carry 
out a new development. However, Council shall 
take into account the fact that rating relief may use 
this policy to assist the viability of a development 
and may use this policy to assist in expediting such 
a development. 
 
Procedures 
 
Applications for rates relief should be addressed to 
the Chief Executive Officer. Applications will be 
required to provide statements of intent, supporting 
critical statistics and such other information as is 
reasonably necessary to enable Council to assess 
the application in relation to this policy. Every 
decision of Council shall be publicly notified and the 
notice shall include: 
 
• The reasons for the decision to approve or 

decline the application; and 
• If the application is approved, the identity of the 

occupier of the land and the estimated amount 
of the rates remitted or postponed. 

 
Council Policy Affecting Applications 
 
The provisions of this policy constitute guidelines 
for the consideration of applications, as the 
granting of rates relief according to a strict formula 
is neither practical nor desirable. The ability of an 
applicant to meet the above requirements does not 
in itself constitute a right to rates relief.  Council will 
consider each application on its merits in relation to 
Council’s Economic Development Strategy.




